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Guilford Horticultural Society celebrates its 31st Symposium, Gardening with the Best, bringing together exceptional
speakers, educational workshops, choice vendors and exhibits.  The day includes exciting plants and products,  a
delicious lunch, door prizes and great gardeners.  The Symposium will be at the Guilford County Agriculture Center,

3309 Burlington Road, Greensboro.  For more information visit www.guilfordhorticulturalsociety.org. 

Looking Back to Move Forward - learning from old school gardeners to create artful, 
ecologically friendly gardens
Jenks Farmer is a former director of  Riverbanks Botanical Garden and founding director of  Moore 
Farms Garden.  For 25 years he has led teams to plant and establish the vision for two of  South 
Carolina's major botanical gardens.  He has recently published a new book, Deep Rooted Wisdom: 
Skills and Stories from Generations of  Gardeners.

Plants with Style - crafting landscapes with a unique style using plants that flourish sustainably
Kelly D. Norris is an award-winning author, plantsman and the first director of  horticulture at the 
Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden.  He’s popularly known for his book A Guide to Bearded 
Irises: Cultivating the Rainbow for Beginners and Enthusiasts   and has just released his newest 
book, Plants with Style.

Always a Young Gardener- we never finish learning from other gardeners, some beneficial, 
cautionary and classic lessons
Jim Dodson is a New York Times best-selling author.  Currently Writer-in-Residence for The Pilot 
newspaper, Editor of  award-winning PineStraw Magazine and Founding Editor of  O.Henry 
Magazine.  An avid lover of  gardening, his experiences are both informative and entertaining.

Big Bulbs for Contemporary Gardens - learn what big bulbs have lush, tidy textures, fit 
beautifully into small gardens and will likely outlive all of  us

Jenks Farmer has a horticulture degree from Clemson and a masters in public garden & museum 
science from Univ. of  Washington.  He’s an eighth generation South Carolinian who’s been all over 
Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas looking at and consulting on gardens.  He finds the time to 
run a mail order nursery with his family on their 18th century farm in Beech Island, SC.

Bird-Friendly Gardening: Your Yard Matters! - learn why native plants are so important 
and how to make a welcoming place for birds
Ann Walter-Fromson is a member of  the T. Gilbert Pearson Audubon Society, the Triad chapter of  
the North Carolina Native Plant Society and the Piedmont Bird Club.  A Professor of  Psychology 
Emerita and certified N.C. Environmental Educator, Ann is currently a candidate in the Native Plant 
Studies certificate program at the N.C. Botanical Garden in Chapel Hill.

Creating a Beautiful Rain Garden - add a new beautiful feature to your garden to collect 
stormwater and reduce localized flooding
Karen Neill is the County Extension Director & Ext. Agent, Agriculture - Urban Horticulture.  She 
partners with communities to deliver a gardening and agricultural education that enrich the lives, 
land and economy of  North Carolinians with a focus on sustainable agriculture.

http://www.guilfordhorticulturalsociety.org/

